CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 




1. A method for selecting the sources of at least two shows capable of 

2 being received and displayed by an entertainment system, comprising: 

3 selecting for\ viewing, a first show associated with a first charmel from a 

4 first source; 

5 displaying the ^irst show; 

6 selecting for viewing, a second show associated with a second charmel 

7 f rom any^one of the firs'^ and a second sources; and 

8 displaying the second show. 



1 2. The method of Claim 1, wherein said first source is selected from a 

2 group consisting of: a^satelliterbased station, a cable-based station and a local 

3 station. ^ 



1 3. The method of Claim 2, wherein said second source is selected from 

2 a group consisting of: a satellite-ba^ed station, a cable-based station and a local 

3 station, said second source being ditferent from said first source. 



4. The method of Claim 1, further comprising: 
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2 loadmg programming data associated with the selected first channel of the 

3 first show into a memory of the entertairunent system; and 

4 loading programming data associated with the selected second channel of 

5 the second showNinto the memory of the entertainment system. 



1 5. The method of Claim 4, further comprising: 

2 prompting select\on of the first and the second shows corresponding to the 

3 first and the second chaiisnels, by executing software by a central processing unit, 

4 implemented within the entertainment system, to produce a screen menu; and 

5 wherein the step of selecting comprises selecting a first option grid of the screen 

6 menu to load the correspondmg programming data into the memory and 

7 selecting a second option grid c»f the screen menu to load the corresponding 

8 programming data into the memory. 





6. A method for selecting the sources of at least two shows capable of 
2 being received and qisplayed by an entertainment system, comprising: 
3\ selecting for vieying, a first show associated with a first channel from a 

first source; 

displaying the first s^ow on a first portion of a display screen; 
selecting for viewing, 2i second show associated with a second channel 
from any one of the first and a isecond sources; and 

simultaneously displayingNhe second show on a second portion of the 



9 -displ ay screet u 
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1 7. The inethod of Claim 6, wherein the first source transmits broadcast 

2 signals associated whh the first show using a first coding technique. 

1 8. The method ofNziaim 7, wherein the second source transmits 

2 broadcast signals associated witti the second show using a second coding 

3 technique that is different from thbJ^irst coding technique. 

^ /l 9. The method of Claim 8, wherein the first and second coding 

2 techniques are selected Vrom a group consisting of: amplitude modulation, 

3 frequency modulation an^^ phase modulation. 

^ 1 10. The method of Claim 6, wherein said first source is selected from a 

2 group consisting of: a Wellite-based station, a cable-based station and a local 

3 station. \ 

1 11. The method of CAaim 7, wherein said second source is selected from 

2 a group consisting of: a satellite^ased station, a cable-based station and a local 

3 station, said second source being different from said first source. 



080398.P162 
MES/KGN/rd 

Express Mail No. EL123181785US 



-23- 



Patent Application 
October 30, 1998 



1 12. The mWhod of Claim 6, further comprising: 

2 loading programming data associated with the selected first channel of the 

3 first show into a mernbry of the entertainment system; and 

4 loading programming data associated with the selected second channel of 

5 the second show into the memory of the entertainment system. 

1 13. The method oAciaim 12, further comprising: 

2 prompting selection oA the first and the second shows corresponding to the 

3 first and the second channels, by executing software by a central processing unit, 

4 implemented within the entertainment system, to produce a screen menu; and 

5 wherein the step of selecting comprises selecting a first option grid of the screen 

6 menu to load the corresponding programming data into the memory and 

7 selecting a second option grid of tthe screen menu to load the corresponding 

8 programming data into the memory. 

1 14. The method of Claim y, further comprising recording of one of said 

2 first and said second shows. \ 

1 15. The method of Claim 14 further comprising recording of the other 

2 one of said first and said second shows. 
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16. aA entertainment system comprising: 
a display monitor; and 

a broadcast\:eceiver coupled to the display monitor, the broadcast receiver 
including 

a first fMnt-end unit capable of receiving programming data 
associated with\a first show broadcast from a first source via a first channel 
for viewing on tne display monitor, 

a second front-end unit capable of receiving programming data 

\ 

associated with a s^ond show broadcast from a second source via a second 
channel for viewing^on the display monitor, 
a plurality of ni^emory elements, and 

a central procesS^ng unit coupled to the plurality of memory 
elements, the central processing imit executing software to assist the 
broadcast receiver in loading programming data associated with a selected 

one of the first and the second shows into one of the plurality of memory 

\ 

elements along with inforrAation, to display said first show on the display 
monitor upon receiving a fii^t selection signal, and to display said second 
show on the display monitoA upon receiving a second selection signal, the 
first and second shows being displayed continuously. 



17. The entertainm^t system of claim 16, wherein the display monitor 
includes a television recei/er. 
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1 18. The entertainment system of claim 16, wherein the broadcast 

2 receiver includes an integrated receiver decoder. 

1 19. Thkentertainment system of claim 16, wherein the central 

2 processing unit of the broadcast receiver executes software to provide a screen 

3 menu, selection of a\irst option grid of the screen menu signals the central 

4 processing unit to loadya first programming data into the one of the plurality of 

5 memory elements indicating that the first show is to be displayed. 

1 20. The entertainment system of claim 19, wherein upon selection of a 

2 second option grid, the centralVrocessing unit controls loading of a second 

3 programming data into the one V the plurality of memory elements indicating 

4 that the second show is to be displayed. 

1 (21. The entertainment system of Claim 16, wherein the first source 

2 transmits broadcast signals associated with the first show using a first coding 

3 technique. \ 

\ 
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1 22. The entekainment system of Claim 21, wherein the second source 

2 transmits broadcast signals associated with the second show using a second 

3 coding technique that is difrl^ent from the first coding technique. 



2 
3 



23. The ^ertainment system of Claim 22, wherein the first and second 
coding techniques are Sheeted from a group consisting of: amplitude 
modulation, frequency mo^lation and phase modulation. 




2 
3 



24. The Entertainment system of Claim 16, wherein said first source is 
selected from a groVip consisting of: a satellite-based station, a cable-based station 



and a local station. \ 



1 25. The enteVtainment system of Claim 24, wherein said second source 

2 is selected from a group consisting of: a satellite-based station, a cable-based 

3 station and a local station, said second source being different from said first 

4 source. 



1 
2 



26. An entertainnfent system comprising: 
a display monitor; anV 
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3 a broaJ^cast receiver coupled to the display monitor, the broadcast receiver 

4 including 

5 a fikt front-end unit capable of receiving programming data 

6 associated with a first show broadcast from a first source for viewing on 

7 the display monitor, 

8 a seconm front-end unit capable of receiving programming data 

9 associated with a second show broadcast from a second source for viewing 

10 on the display monitor, 

11 a plurality o£ memory elements, and 

12 a central processing unit coupled to the plurality of memory 

13 elements, the central Mocessing unit executing software to assist the 

14 broadcast receiver in loading programming data associated with a selected 

15 one of the first and the second shows into one of the plurality of memory 

16 elements along with information, and to simultaneously display said 

17 selected first and second sHpws on the display monitor. 



1 27. The entertainment sy^m of claim 26, wherein the display monitor 

2 includes a television receiver. 



1 28. The entertainment system of claim 26, wherein the broadcast 

2 receiver includes an int^rated receiver decoder. 
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29, The entertainment system of claim 26, wherein the central 
processing urut of tke broadcast receiver executes software to provide a screen 
menu, selection of a Erst option grid of the screen menu signals the central 
processing unit to load a first programming data into the one of the plurality of 
memory elements indicating that the first show is to be displayed. 



1 30. The entertainment system of claim 29, wherein upon selection of a 

2 second option grid, the centrM processing unit controls loading of a second 

3 programming data into the on^ of the plurality of memory elements indicating 

4 that the second show is to be dismayed. 




1 / 31. The entertainment system of Claim 26, wherein the first source 

2 transmits broadcast signals associated with the first show using a first coding 

3 J^^rViniqi^f^,, 



1 32. The entertainment system of Claim 31, wherein the second source 

2 transmits broadcast signals associated with the second show using a second 

3 coding technique that is different from iJie first coding technique. 
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^1/^ Cj^/ 33. T*ke entertainment system of Claim 32, wherein the first and second 

/ 2 coding techniques are selected from a group consisting of: amplitude 
3 modulation, frequency modulation and phase modulation. 




34. The entertainment system of Claim 26, wherein said first source is 

2 selected from a group consisting of: a satellite-based station, a cable-based station 

3 and a local station. 



1 
2 
3 
4 




35. The entertainment system of Claim 34, wherein said second source 
is selected from a group consisting: of: a satellite-based station, a cable-based 
station and a local station, said second source being different from said first 
source. 



36. Tlhe entertainment system of Claim 26, wherein the central 
processing imitVfurther executes software to record one of said first and said 
second shows. 



1 37. The entertainment system of Claim 36, wherein the central 

2 processing unit furtheo: executes software to record the other one of said first and 



3 said second shows. 
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